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Math A 

Teacher: Mr. Mark Hoffman:  MarkWHoffman@msn.com 

Web Site: http://mrhoffmanatseton.yolasite.com/math-a.php  Documents the syllabus and the 

schedule for the next 2-weeks. 

Student Textbook: Larson, Ron, Boswell, Laurie, Kanold, Timothy and Lee Stiff, Course 2 

MATH, McDougal Littell, 2004, Print. 

Course Description: Math A is a course in practical math. We cover the first nine Chapters of the 

math book. The various topics will include: all basic math operations, exponents, order of 

operation, decimals, the metric system, mean, median, mode, & range, fractions, integers, 

equations, ratios, proportions and percents.   

Course Objective: The overall goal of the class is to learn the basic math skills which will be the 

foundation for higher mathematics in the coming years.  Also, while mastering these math 

principles the students should note that they are developing important life-long thinking and 

problem solving skills. 

Method and Grading: In general, Monday-Wednesday Mr. Hoffman will give lessons on new 

material; Thursday is review, and Friday there will be an in-class quiz.   A missed in-class quiz 

will be made up following Seton guidelines for make-ups.  Occasionally a homework assignment 

may be collected and graded as a quiz; the homework collected may be from any homework 

assignment that quarter.  Students are responsible for correcting homework in case it is collected 

at a future date.  All homework shall be brought to class ready to turn-in, and the steps required 

to determine the answer must be shown.  If a student is absent on the day a homework is graded 

as a quiz, the student will be excused from that quiz grade.  The lowest quiz grade each quarter 

will be dropped; the remaining quiz scores will be averaged and count as 90% of the quarter 

grade.  The remaining 10% of the quarter grade will be based upon deportment.  Poor behavior 

will cause this grade to be lowered.  I reserve the right to adjust a grade based on class 

participation and attitude.  If the deportment of the class is satisfactory (no requests for hall 

passes, no demerits, good class participation), extra quiz points may be earned after the Thursday 

review or the Friday quiz by participating in the “24 game”.  

Grade Scale:  A = 93-100; B = 85-92; C = 77 – 84; D = 70 – 76; F < 70. 

The first semester grade will be the sum of 40% of the first quarter plus 40% of the 

second quarter plus 20% of the cumulative midterm.  The second semester grade will be the 

average of the third and fourth quarters.  The Final will cover the entire year.  The final grade for 

the course will be the average of the first two semesters and the final exam, all weighted equally.   

 

Honesty: The first cheating offense on a test, quiz or exam will result in an automatic 

suspension.  The second cheating offense results in automatic expulsion. 

mailto:MarkWHoffman@msn.com
http://mrhoffmanatseton.yolasite.com/math-a.php
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Course outline for Math A 

I. First Quarter 

A. Emphasize: You will be focusing on Essential Practical Math Skills and 

Developing your reason/thinking ability –ability to follow steps/work through a 

process to its logical conclusion 

B. Pre-course skills test –Need to make up the test 

C. Describing patterns 

1. Basic Math Operations 

2. Order of operation –PEMDAS; left to right rule 

3. Distance formula; Area and Perimeter formulas for square and rectangle 

D. Decimals 

1. Rounding and comparing 

2. Decimal operations  *Emphasize reasonable answers 

3. The Metric System 

4. Scientific Notation vs. Standard notation 

E. Arranges –Mean, Median, Mode, Range 

   *Math Olympics project 

F. Fractions part I 

1. Prime Factorization 

2. GCF 

a. Listing Method 

b. Factorization method 

3. LCM 

a. Listing Method 

b. Factorization method 

4. Comparing Factions; reducing fractions to simplest terms 

5. Mixed numbers and Improper fractions –converting both ways  

6. Fractions and Decimals –converting both ways 

II. Second Quarter 

A. Fractions part II 

1. Fraction operations 

2. Standard units of measurement 

B. Integers? 

1. Comparing 

2. Operations 

3. Temperature conversion 

C. Mid-term review 

III. Third Quarter 

A. Continue Integers 

B. Properties 

1. Commutative 

a. Addition 

b. Multiplication 
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2. Associative 

a. Addition 

b. Multiplication 

3. Distributive property 

C. Equations 

1. Add 

2. Subtract 

3. Multiply 

4. Divide 

5. Two-step 

D. Inequalities 

E. Introduction to Graphs 

F. Functions 

IV. Fourth Quarter 

A. Proportions 

1. Solving Proportion 

2. Ratio 

3. Rates 

B. Percent –Per 100 

1. Fractions and Percent 

2. Decimals and Percent 

3. a/b = p/100 

4. a = b * p% 

C. Tax, Tips, Discounts, and Markups 

D. Simple Interest 

*If time in class project: Dinning, Shopping, Car loan, College Loan 

E. Final review 
 

Class Rules 

1. Respect God, others, and the classroom. Socializing is done outside of class. 

2. Be on time: sign “Late notebook” if you are not in your seat when bell rings. 

3. Always be prepared and on time: Bring textbook, 3-ring binder & paper, pencils, Seton 

planner, and homework.  Work on BELL-RINGER exercise as soon as you arrive. 

4. Raise your hand to speak or to get permission to leave your seat, and never interrupt 

someone who is talking.  Follow 3-clap to quiet class. 

5. In class you are expected to: take notes, fix incorrect homework, participate in 

discussions, and listen to the teacher or the student speaking. 

6. Requests for hall passes will result in the class forfeiting the opportunity to play the “24 

game” that week.  One pass per semester – save it for emergencies. 
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MATH A: Expectations from Mr. Hoffman 
Required Supplies: 

 Students are required to have a 1 1/2 to 2 inch binder with loose leaf paper, and cover their 

math textbook.   

 By the day following textbook distribution, a tasteful cover on the book is required. 

 Calculators will not be used in this class. 

 Students are required to do their math work in pencil.  I like mechanical pencils and a high 

quality eraser (like Pentel high polymer erasers). 

Additional Help: 

 I am accessible with an appointment. 

 The National Honor Society has a tutoring program.   

Overall Expectations: 

 Homework shall be brought to class ready to turn-in; in case it will be counted as a quiz. 

 You may use other resources (parents, students, etc…) to ensure you have completed the 

homework correctly. You can work together on your homework.  That’s not cheating.  

 If I collect a homework that has already been reviewed in class as a quiz grade, I expect all 

students to get a 100%. 

 The honor code [“My work is honest and I know of no cheating”, or, “My work is honest and 

I know of cheating”] will be written at the end of each in-class quiz, after you have 

completed your work.  Teaching you to be a person of integrity is more important to me that 

teaching you math. 

 Excellence shows in all aspects of your life, including the way you dress.  Before you walk in 

the door of the classroom, make sure you are in complete compliance with both the spirit and 

the letter of the dress code.   

 Be on time and ready to go.  I’ll do that for you also. 

 If you miss a class, you are still fully responsible for all of the material. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is the best way to contact you, Mr. Hoffman? 

Email is the best way to contact me (MarkWHoffman@msn.com).  You can obtain my cell phone number 

from the Seton phonebook. 

2. If I use my hall pass, does the entire class forfeit playing the Friday game for that week? 

Yes. 

3. What happens if I miss a quiz? 

Quizzes can be made up at lunchtime. 

4. Can the deportment grade be dropped for a quarter?         

No. 
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Homework: Math A – Due tomorrow 

Class Rules 

1. Respect God, others, and the classroom. Socializing is done outside of class. 

2. Be on time: sign “Late notebook” if you are not in your seat when bell rings. 

3. Always be prepared and on time: Bring textbook, 3-ring binder & paper, pencils, Seton 

planner, and homework.  Work on BELL-RINGER exercise as soon as you arrive. 

4. Raise your hand to speak or to get permission to leave your seat, and never interrupt 

someone who is talking.  Follow 3-clap to quiet class. 

5. In class you are expected to: take notes, fix incorrect homework, participate in 

discussions, and listen to the teacher or the student speaking. 

6. Requests for hall passes will result in the class forfeiting the opportunity to play the “24 

game” that week.  One pass per semester – save it for emergencies. 

 

Method and Grading: In general, every Friday there will be an in-class quiz.   A missed in-class 

quiz will be made up following Seton guidelines for make-ups.  Occasionally a homework 

assignment may be collected and graded as a quiz; the homework collected may be from any 

homework assignment that quarter.  Students are responsible for correcting homework in case it 

is collected at a future date.  All homework shall be brought to class ready to turn-in, and the 

steps required to determine the answer must be shown.  If a student is absent on the day a 

homework is graded as a quiz, the student will be excused from that quiz grade.  The lowest quiz 

grade each quarter will be dropped; the remaining quiz scores will be averaged and count as 90% 

of the quarter grade.  The remaining 10% of the quarter grade will be based upon deportment.  

Poor behavior will cause this grade to be lowered.  I reserve the right to adjust a grade based on 

class participation and attitude.  If the deportment of the class is satisfactory (no requests for hall 

passes, no demerits, good class participation), extra quiz points may be earned after the Thursday 

review or the Friday quiz by participating in the “24 game”. 

Student name (printed):_________________________________________ 

Student signature:_____________________________________________ 

PARENTS:   

Parents, please check one: 

______  Yes, I want to be able to access my child’s grades on-line.  (Mr. Hoffman will send 

home information on how to do this). 

______  No, I do not want to be able to access my child’s grades on-line. 

Parent’s Signature: ____________________________________________  


