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Design 

Element 

 

Rubric Points 

Cover Page, 

Presentation, 

Requirements 

 
(Worth 10 Points) 

Research 

Paper 

Introduction 

 
(Worth 20 Points) 

Research Paper 

Main Body 
 
 

 
(Worth 20 Points) 

Research Paper 

Conclusion 

 
(Worth 20 Points) 

Research Paper 

Formatting, 

Appendix, 

Bibliography 
(Worth 10 Points) 

Organization of 

Team Answers 

 

 
(Worth 10 Points) 

Research 

Complexity 

 

 
(Worth 10 Points) 

Excellent 

10/10 

Or 

20/20 

- Cover Page, Title Page, 
and Table of Contents 
complete and accurate. 
- Presentation is professional 
and attractive 

- One central idea, 
concept, hypothesis, 
premise fully and 
precisely stated. 

- Strong support of your 
idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise or 
research that indicates a 
different outcome by 
drawing information from 
multiple sources.  
 -No distracting information. 
- Uses precise vocabulary 
that is unique to topic and 
suitable for grade level. 

- Final support or negation 
of idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise fully 
stated.  
- Use of logical progression 
of evidence or support for or 
against idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise 
according to the topic 
selected. 

- Paper is legible and neat. – 
Writes in complete sentences.  
- Uses capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling and 
formatting (paragraph, etc). 
- Paper uses the correct MLA 
documentation. 

- The presentation was well 
organized, and each 
member of the team 
understood each 
participant’s role in the 
presentation.  
-The presentation flowed 
smooth and clearly from 
one topic point to another. 

- Complex, 
challenging question 
or concept. 
- Reputable 
academic sources 
used in depth. 

Good 

8/10 

or 

15/20 

- Cover Page, Title Page, 
and Table of Contents 
complete and accurate. 
 - Presentation has a small 
spackle professional look. 

- One central idea, 
concept, hypothesis, 
premise state but not 
perfectly clear. 

- Adequate support of your 
idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise or 
research that indicates a 
different outcome by 
drawing information from 
multiple sources.  

 -Little distracting 
information. 
- Uses precise less precise 
vocabulary that is unique to 
topic and suitable for grade 
level. 

- Final support or negation 
of idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise partially 
stated.  
- Generally uses a logical 
progression of evidence or 
support for or against 

idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise 
according to the topic 
selected. 

- Paper is legible and  
generally neat.  
– Makes occasional sentence 
errors; not enough to distract 
from paper. 
- Makes occasional 
grammatical errors; does not 

distract from paper. 
- Paper uses the correct MLA 
documentation with a couple 
errors. 

- The presentation was 
somewhat organized, and 
each member of the team 
somewhat understood each 
participant’s role in the 
presentation. There was 
one time when two people 

spoke, but the team worked 
it out. 
-The presentation flowed 
smooth and clearly from 
one topic point to another. 

- Advanced question 
or concept tackled in 
depth. 
-Higher than grade 
level appropriate 
sources used in 
depth. 

 

Fair 

6/10 

or 

10/20 

- Cover Page, Title Page, 
and Table of Contents have 
a good start, but are not 
complete and/or accurate 

- One central idea, 
concept, hypothesis, 
premise suggested but 
not clearly stated 

- Support of your 
idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise or 
research that indicates a 
different outcome that is 
weak or from too few 
sources. 
 -Some distracting 
information. 
- Uses general vocabulary 
that is not unique to topic.  
- Uses vocabulary not 
suitable for grade level. 

- Final support or negation 
of idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise is 
unclear. 
- Lapses in progression of 
evidence or support for or 
against idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise 
according to the topic 
selected. 

- Paper is difficult to read. 
– Makes frequent sentence 
errors; distracts from paper. 
- Makes frequent grammatical 
errors; distracts from meaning 
of paper. 
- Paper uses the correct MLA 
documentation with a many 
errors. 

- The presentation was 
NOT well organized, but the 
information was delivered. 
-Individuals did not always 
have a concise answer, or 
more than one person 
spoke. 

- Grade-level 
appropriate question 
or concept. 
-Grade level 
appropriate sources 
used in depth. 

Needs 

Improvement 

4/10 

Or  

5/20 

- Cover Page, Title Page, 
and Table of Contents are 
present, but with either 
omissions or errors; or one 
or more are not present. 

- No apparent idea, 
concept, hypothesis, 
or premise. 

- Support of your 
idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise is 
inadequate 
 -Much distracting 
information. 
- Uses little or no vocabulary 
that is unique to topic.  
- Uses vocabulary not 
suitable for grade level. 

- Final support or negation 
of idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise is not 
stated. 
- Little or no progression of 
evidence or support for or 
against idea/concept/ 
hypothesis/premise 
according to the topic 
selected. 

- Paper very difficult to read. 
– Displays little or no 
understanding of sentence 
formation. 
- Displays little or no 
understanding of appropriate 
punctuation and conventional 
spelling. 
- Paper does not use MLA 
documentation. 

-The presentation was NOT 
well organized. 
-There were times when 
two people would speak or 
no one would speak. 

-Question or concept 
below grade-level 
challenge. 
-Inappropriate use of 
sources or failure to 
research in depth. 

Score 
       

 


